
 

 

ORLEANS COUNTY SOIL & WATER 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT MINUTES 

February 5, 2014 
 

PRESENT: Edward Morgan, Rep. at Large 

  Katie Sommerfeldt, Technician 

  Dennis Kirby, Manager 

  James Neal, Farm Bureau Rep. 

  Victor DiGiacomo, NYSSWCC 

  William Eick, Leg. Rep. 

  John DeFilipps, Leg. Rep. 

  Michael Paduchak, Rep. at Large 

      

I. Call To Order:  Chairman, Edward Morgan called the meeting to order at 10:10 am for the purpose of conducting routine business. 

 

II. Public Comment Period:  No comments. 

 

III.  Election of Officers:  Judy reported that we normally do election of officers at this time.  Motion by Morgan, second by 

DeFilipps to appoint William Eick as Vice Chair.  Carried  Motion by Paduchak, second by Eick to keep James Neal as Assistant 

Treasurer and Edward Morgan as chairman.  Carried 

 

IV.  Minutes:  Motion by Eick, second by Neal to accept the minutes as written.  Carried 

 

V. Treasurer’s Report:  Discussed.  Motion by DeFilipps, second by Eick to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Carried 

 

VI.  Bills & Vouchers:  Discussed.  Motion by Eick, second by Neal to pay the bills and sign the vouchers to include a payment to 

NAPA for vinyl repair.  Carried 

 

VII.   New Business:  

A. Board Re-Organization:  One thing Dennis wanted to bring up that the board wants reports sent out ahead of time, but 

some months the Financial Reports cannot get done because of the date of the meeting.  They would just like to get a 

copy of the Agenda and minutes, but if the Financial Report is done send that out too.  Discussed meeting date and time. 

B. 2014 Estimated Budget:  Dennis reported that he emailed this out.  He explained that it is hard to look at the numbers and 

find out what the operating budget is because of the grant money.  Last year was a good year to look at the budget 

because we did not have any grant activity.  Dennis and Judy worked on coming up with this budget figure and Dennis 

explained.  Discussed possible resources.  Discussed needing to get more from the county in order to get full 

reimbursement from the state. 

C. Health Plan Renewal:  Morgan reported that Judy emailed out the different options that are available to us.  Dennis 

explained some of the insurances and whether to get it on or off the exchange.  Discussed.  Motion by Eick, second by 

Neal to change the Health Insurance to Blue Cross/Blue Shield HMO Platinum.  Carried 

D. New Vehicle:  Dennis reported that we have found a Jeep Grand Cherokee on state bid.  The cost is $26,431.85.  It is 5 

passenger and 4 wheel drive.  Dennis reported that after looking at the budget he wouldn’t mind waiting to purchase a 

new vehicle.  Morgan said the issue is that we don’t want the Blazer breaking down on us somewhere.  Discussed.  

Motion by Eick, second by Neal to purchase the 2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee on state bid not to exceed $27,000.  

Carried 

E. Up-front expenses for Soil Health Workshop:  Dennis reported that the meeting that we volunteered to organize in 

August. We can get $2,00 from the state to do it, but we have to upfront the money in order to do it.  They will be 

checking into donations and have booths set up.  We are the lead county on this project.  Motion by Neal, second by 

Paduchak to approve putting up the cost and sending for reimbursement.  Carried 

F. Water Quality Symposium:  Dennis reported that this is being held March 11 -14 in Binghamton.  The cost is $570 for all 

week.  Motion by Eick, second by Neal for staff to attend the Water Quality Symposium.  Carried 

G. Tile Drainage Summary:  Discussed the decline in the amount of tile that we are laying out over the last few years.  Also 

discussed the changes that are taking place for us to lay out the tile.  The landowners now have to go to FSA  and file a 

AD-1026 form to check for highly erodible land or wetlands.  This could delay us immensely or make it so that the 

farmers do not want us to lay out their tile. 

H. NYS Fair Assessment:  Judy reported that this was included with the Bills and Vouchers in the amount of $100. 



 

 

I. 2014 NYS Envirothon Registration:  Judy reported that this was also included with the Bills & Vouchers. 

J. Other:   

1. Judy handed out a sheet of acronyms that are used all the time. 

2. Dennis reported that the Annual Reports were emailed out to everybody.  Motion by Eick, second by DeFilipps 

to approve all the Annual Reports.  Carried 

3. Dennis reported that he received a letter stating that the McKenna Landfill has now been declassified. 

 
VII. Old Business: 

A. Slashbuster:  Katie reported that Transit Road is complete and they have started on Johnson Creek.  She talked to DEC 

about Yanty Creek wetland permit.  The fee is going to be $50.  She has to go out and make a map of exactly where the 

blockages are in the stream and the access points and then we should be good on this. 

B. Office Space:  Dennis reported how our rent amount was figured back when James was here.  Once the new lease is 

signed we will no longer have to pay rent.  Morgan will keep in contact with the landlord to make sure that we know 

when the new lease is signed. 

C. Grant Project Summary: No activity at this time. 

D. Carlson GPS Survey Equipment:  Morgan reported that after six months of trying to get this equipment working, we 

returned the equipment.  They are charging either 10% or $1500 for restocking.  They will be sending the check out to us 

soon.  Katie will be purchasing some new survey equipment to replace what she already has.  The total that we spent was 

$13, 795.  Motion by Neal, second by Neal for Katie to purchase the survey equipment that is needed to replace the 

current equipment up to $400. Carried 

E. Knowlesville Ditch:  Katie reported that a public notice was put in the Medina Journal of this project going forward with 

DEC.  This along with a permission form from the landowner and our easement has been sent to DEC.  Once they get this 

and review it we should be getting a permit.  Army Corp of Engineers never received their packet of information so it has 

been resent.  Once they receive it they will review it.  Hopefully that will be able to get done this year. 

F. Kubota Repair:  Dennis reported that this is repaired. 

G. Employee Reviews:  This will be revisited in a couple of months. 

H. Other:  Discussed Legislative Days.  DeFillips may go.  He will   call to let us know and then Judy will make 

reservations. 

 

VIII.  Cooperating Agency Reports: 

A. District Manager:  Attached. 

B. District Conservationist:  Heath Eisele went over the highlights of his attached report. 

C. Orleans County Water Quality Coordinating Committee (WQCC):  We are the lead agency for this group.  When 

we submit for grants we can say that the WQCC supports the submission of the grant application. 

D. Oak Orchard Watershed Protection Alliance (OOWPA):  Dennis reported that David Drake who is the Chairman of 

the Alliance, would like to write a letter that Soil and Water could go and show them how they could plant a buffer along 

the Creek in Medina.  Motion by Neal, second by DeFilipps to write the letter.  Carried 

E. NYS SWCC Report:  Victor DiGiacomo went over the highlights of his attached report. 

 

Next meeting March 5, 2014 at 12:00 pm. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 11:32 PM. 

 

_____________________________     _____________________________ 

Judy Bennett        Edward Morgan 

Secretary/Treasurer       District Chairman 

Date:         Date:   


