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SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH SANITARIAN 

Distinguishing Features of the Class:  The work involves responsibility for supervising and performing 

complex work in the application of the principles of the physical, biological and social sciences for the 

detection, evaluation, control and management of those factors in the environment which influence health. 

An employee in this class is responsible for planning, supervising and carrying out aspects of one or more 

environmental health programs. The work is performed under the direct supervision of the Public Health 

Director. Supervision is exercised over the work of Public Health Sanitarians and Public Health Technicians. 

Does related work as required. 

Typical Work Activities: 

 Supervises all or part of one or more environmental health programs involving food service 

establishments, lead screening, private water supplies, private sewage disposal, rodent control, housing, 

bathing beaches and swimming pools, facilities for refuse disposal, temporary residences and summer 

camps; 

 Performs inspections and prepares reports of findings of food service establishments, private water 

supplies, private wastewater disposal systems, bathing beaches, residences and farm labor camps, 

industrial wastewater facilities, mobile home parks, schools, public water supplies, public health 

nuisances and other facilities; 

 Enforces provisions of the County and State Sanitary Codes and Environmental Conservation Law.  

Holds conferences and administrative meetings/hearings with owners and operators of establishments 

and facilities in relation to compliance with minimum standards of sanitation; 

 Prepares articles, bulletins, reports and papers needed for legal actions where indicated to obtain 

compliance with codes; 

 Assists with legal actions, as necessary for program enforcement; 

 Under the direction of a licensed engineer, oversees the review of complex engineering plans submitted 

by registered architects and /or licensed professional engineers for compliance with County and State 

Sanitary Codes and regulations for food service and temporary residence facilities, for both new 

construction and remodeling; 

 Under the direction of a licensed engineer, secures necessary modifications to plans from engineer or 

architect and recommends health department approval; 

 Coordinates environmental health staff response to public health emergencies with local and state 

agencies; 

 Performs animal bite investigations, interviews persons involved and advises on procedures to follow and 

issues notice of violation where applicable; 

 Responds to complaints and participates in surveys; 

 Analyzes complex biological, bacteriological, and chemical data; 

 Plans, prepares and conducts environmental health education programs for the general public and 

permitted facilities; 

 Deliver talks to various community groups as required; 

 Plans, prepares, coordinates and/or conducts the training of Public Health Sanitarians and other 

subordinate personnel in inspection and investigation techniques; 

 Studies present and proposed local regulations to determine conformity with the State Sanitary Code and 

confers with local officials regarding non-conforming resolutions.  Keeps current with Administrative 

Procedures and Technical References as set forth b  the NYSDOH Bureau of Community Sanitation and 

Food Protection. 
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Full Performance Knowledge, Skills, Abilities and Personal Characteristics: 

 Thorough knowledge of environmental health principles, sanitation laws, regulations and modern 

inspection methods; 

 Good knowledge of State and local sanitary codes, laws and regulations, Environmental Conservation 

Law and applicable provisions of the Agriculture and Markets law; 

 Good knowledge of natural science and mathematics; 

 Working knowledge of public information and public relations techniques; 

 Ability to inspect for and detect environmental health problems and hazards; 

 Ability to analyze and organize data and prepare records and reports; 

 Ability to plan and supervise the work of Public Health Sanitarians and Public Health Technicians; 

 Ability to communicate effectively both orally and in writing. 

 Physical condition commensurate with the demands of the position. 

Minimum Qualifications: 

Graduation from a regionally accredited or New York State registered four (4) year college or university 

with a bachelor's degree including thirty (30) semester credit hours in the natural sciences, of which not 

more than twelve (12) credit hours may be in the applied sciences and two (2) years of experience as a 

Public Health Sanitarian. 

Special Requirements: Possession of an appropriate New York State Motor Vehicle Drivers License at the 

time of appointment. 

Note:   An original transcript is needed for all degrees. 

 The term natural science shall mean a science such as biology, chemistry or physics that deals with 

the objects, phenomena, or laws of nature and the physical world.  It shall include all physical and 

biological sciences. 

 The term applied science shall mean science based courses in environmental technology, sanitation 

technology, medical technology, public health, and infection control or food science. 

 Appointees must satisfactorily complete a training course approved by the State Health Department 

within one year of appointment. 

(Amendment of Part 11 of Title 10 NYCRR Qualifications of Local Health Department Personnel, 

specifically Section 11.112, Statutory Authority: Public Health Law §225(4), (5), and 206(1)(a)) 
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