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Medicare fee-for-service or Medicare Advantage; what is best for me?

Here are some of the options to consider as you continue to seek the best coverage with the
least out of pocket expenses.

1

2

Usually a policy from a former employer with no or low premiums are the best. Especially
if it comes with good coverage (including 'creditable’ drug coverage).

Some retirement (group) plans are very costly, but they may still be the best if you look at
out of pocket costs for an entire year.

Other retirement plans may not have a premium attached to the coverage, but they also
have very limited coverage and annual out of pocket costs could be high. Drug coverage
may not be 'creditable’.

Medicare plus a Medigap plan (Plans A-L) (see attached chart for coverage and costs) can
be the right coverage for people who travel out of the area for extended periods of time or
others who are uncomfortable with HMO concept. None of these offer 'creditable’ drug
coverage, so a 'standalone’ Part D plan may need to be chosen.

Medicare Advantage Plans (MVP, Univera's Senior Choice, BC/BS WNY's Senior Blue
Independent Health's Encompass 65, United Health Care, Aetna or Fidelis Care; (see
attached for brief explanations of costs and coverage) have some options for insurance
coverage. You must take their Part D plan if you need/want Prescription coverage. All
have co-payments for office visits, emergency room visits, etc. If you elect a Medicare
Advantage Plan; Medicare Will Not pay for treatments that your Plan has denied, as
Medicare is paying a monthly fee to the YOUR PLAN to cover your medical costs. Medicare
does regulate these Advantage Plans and if you feel you are not receiving treatment that
Medicare would have paid for under the fee-for-service, you have the right to appeal.
VETERANS - if you are a Veteran look at utilizing your veterans benefits

The bottom line is:

Look carefully at all of your options before making a decision;

Calculate your yearly out of pocket costs - use the cost comparison sheet on the other side
Remember you are only looking at a "snapshot"” of current costs. No one can predict what
will happen in the future;

If you leave a group or retirement plan you usually cannot return to that plan.

PLEASE USE medicare.gov to help compare plans; if you do not have access to internet, ask
your children or grandchildren they can help!

10/08/2015
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New York State

- Prescription
Profection
or Seniors

Join EPIC to save more with Medicare Part D!

EPIC is a New York State Program that provides secondary drug coverage
and premium assistance for seniors with Medicare Part D.

You can join if you are 65 or older, a New York State resident, and have
income up to $75,000 single or $100,000 married. To receive EPIC benefits
you must be enrolled in a Part D plan.

EPIC:

v' enrolls lower income seniors into its Fee Plan and higher income
seniors into its expanded Deductible Plan

v" pays the monthly Medicare Part D drug premium up to the basic plan
amount for those with income up to $23,000 single or $29,000 married

v' provides co-payment assistance for Part D and EPIC covered drugs
after any Part D deductible is met |

4 provides co-payment assistance for mény Part D excluded drugs

v' has co-payments in the coverage gap that are $3 - $20 depending on the
cost of the drug

It’s easy to join EPIC!

health.n
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EPIC Co-Payments
Prescription Cost EPIC
After Submitting . Co-Payment

to Medicare Part D

Uptou . $15.b0 -  $3.00
$15.01 to $35.00 ~ $7.00
$35.01 to $55.00 - s-;is.oo
OVER $55.00 o | N s'zo;)—

» Fee Plan members will pay EPIC co-payments for Part D and EPIC covered
drugs after the Part D deductible; if any, is met.,

» Deductible Plan members will pay EPIC co-payments after their EPIC
deductible is met. Drug costs in the Medicare Part Dfde’ductible phase
cannot be applied to the EPIC deductible.



v

Single: ' Married Joint: Annual Fee

Annual Income Annual Fee Annual Income (Each Person)
Up to § 6,000 $ 8 EPIC pays Part D Premium Up to $ 6,000 § 8
$ 6,001- § 7,000 16 ' $ 6,001- § 7,000 12
$ 7,001 - § 8,000 22 § 7,001- § 8,000 16
$ 8,001~ § 9,000 : 28 $ 8,001- § 9,000 20
$ 9,001 - $10,000 36 ’ $ 9,001 - $10,000 24
$10,001 - $11,000 40 ’ $10,001 - $11,000 28
$11,001 - $12,000 46 $11,001 - $12,000 32
$12,001 - $13,000 54 $12,001 - $13,000 36
$13,001 - $14,000 ' 60 : $13,001 - $14,000 40
$14,001 - $15,000 -~ 80 $14,001 - $15,000 40
$15,001 - $16,000 110 $15,001 - $16,000 84
$16,001 - $17,000 140 $16,001 - $17,000 106
$17,001 - $18,000 170 ‘ $17,001 - $18,000 126
$18,001 - $19,000 200 $18,001 - $19,000 150
$19,001 - $20,000 230 $19,001 - $20,000 - 172
Over $20,000 See Deductible Plan _ ~ $20,001 - $21,000 194
' $21,001 - $22,000 216
' , $22,001- $23,000 - 238
The cost to join the Fee Plan is based on your $23,001 - $24,000 260
previous year’s income. You can pay your $24,001 - $25,000 275
Annual Fee in total or pay a bill every three _ $25,001 - $26,000 300
months. EPIC fees are waived for those with full Over $26,000  See Deductible Plan
Extra Help from Medicare.

DEDUCTIBLE PLAN

Married Joint: Annual Deductible

Single: . ’

Anpual Income Annual Deductible " Annual Income __(Each Person)
Under $20,000 See Fee Plan Under $26,000 ~  SeeFee Plan
$20,001 - $21,000 - § 530  EPIC pays Part D Premium  $26,001 - $27,000 $ 650

$21,001 - $22,000 550 $27,001 - $28,000 675
' ‘ $29.000 . ... 700




i

Single:
Annual Income Annual Deductible

There is no fee to join the Deductible Plan. You pay
full price (Part D amount charged) for your drugs
until you meet your Annual Deductible which is
based on your previous year’s income. EPIC tracks
how much you spend. Drug costs in the Medicare

Part D deductible phase cannot be applied to the
EPIC deductible.

Questions? Call the EPIC Helpline at: 1-800-332-3742 (TTY 1-800-290-9138)
¢Necesita Ayuda? Llame al 1-800-332-3742

Married Joint: Annual Deductible

January 2015




